
 

 

Statutory Checks 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initial inquiry 
 

When  you  contact us, 

 
 
 
 
 
Self Evaluation and 

Application Form 
 
If after reading the 

information pack you 

wish to go ahead, you 

will need to complete 
the   application   and 

With your written permission, the agency will begin carrying out checks on yourself and 

anyone else that lives in your household. These checks include: 

- Police Check 

- Medical 

- DBS form 
- Personal and Professional References 

 
 
 

DBS form 
 
This is the statutory check that takes 

the longest, you are encouraged to 

 
 

1. Presentation to Panel 
 
After your Form F report has 

been completed, your   
assessing social worker will 

‘present’ you to Panel - a 

group of professionals in the 

Social Care arena who will 

make a recommendation with 

regards to your application to 

become a foster carer. 
we  take  a  few details 
from you, such as your 

family composition 

and where you first 

heard  about  fostering. 

We will then send you
 

return it to the office. fill this form out at your earliest 
convenience, and submit    

identification to verify your identity. 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4  
2. Agency’s Decision 

Maker 
 
This recommendation is then 

 

out a detailed    

information pack, 

within working three 

days. 

Initial Home Visit (IHV) 
 
A social worker from the 

agency will phone to arrange 

an IHV. This is an 

opportunity to discuss   any   

questions   you may have and 

for the social worker to get to 

you know better and view the 

room(s) you have available 

for fostering. 

Skills to Foster Training Course 
 

This course is designed to give you a 

more in depth view of what fostering 

is all about. It usually includes input 

from a current foster carer who will 

‘tell it like it is.’ It should help you 

decide whether you would like to 

take things further. 
 

Workshops are quite informal and 

are an opportunity to meet other 

people who are also interested in 

fostering 

 
 

‘Form F’ assessment 
 
You will be allocated an assessing 

social worker who will, over the 
course of several sessions,  work 

very closely with you to ensure that 

you are fully trained and equipped 

to undertake the role of a foster 

carer. The social worker will also 

write a detailed ‘Form F’  report on 

you and your household which will 

give local authorities a ‘snapshot’ of 

your skills, experience and   

suitability to foster. 

sent to the agency’s Decision 
Maker who will make the 

final decision on your 

approval. 

 
 
 

The entire assessment process takes 3 to 6 months 


